
Launceston Area Methodist Circuit Service:  Sunday 7th June 2020 
Trinity Sunday & Ruth 1 (Rev’d Cathy Arscott) 
 
Call to worship:  Psalm 46:10-11 
“Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be 
exalted in the earth.  The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.” 
 
Hymn:  StF327 
Jesus is King and I will extol him, 
Give him the glory, and honour his name; 
He reigns on high, enthroned in the heavens, 
Word of the Father, exalted for us. 
 
We have a hope that is steadfast and certain, 
Gone through the curtain and touching the throne; 
We have a priest who is there interceding, 
Pouring his grace on our lives day by day. 
 
We come to him, our Priest and Apostle, 
Clothed in his glory and bearing his name, 
Laying our lives with gladness before him – 
Filled with his Spirit we worship the King: 
 
‘O Holy One, our hearts do adore you; 
Thrilled with your goodness we give you our praise! 
Angels in light with worship surround him, 
Jesus, our Saviour, for ever the same.    
Wendy Churchill © 1982 Authentic Publishing 
 
Let us pray: 
No words, living God, can describe you, define you, capture you. 
You are more than all human language; 
You are beyond human understanding. 
Yet we glimpse you in the majesty of the universe; 
We sense you in the wonder of birth; 
We feel you in the beauty of nature. 
For this, we adore you and praise your name. 
Then, in Jesus, you show us your face, clearer than we ever deserved, 
A face which smiles upon us, eyes which weep with us,  
Lips which speak forgiveness, arms which reach out to welcome us. 
For this, we adore you and praise your name. 
And that is just the beginning. 
You never stop disclosing your purpose to us. 
By your Spirit you move among us, producing unity and community, 
Gifts of faith, hope and love. 
For this, we adore you and praise your name.  Amen 
We say the Lord’s prayer together 
 
 
 



Introduction 
This Sunday marks the beginning of “Bible Month” 2020 which focuses on the book 
of Ruth, a short and sometimes overlooked story that shows God’s faithfulness to a 
Moabite woman who travels to Israel.  Over the next four Sundays in June, we will 
be looking together at this story which offers new models of relationship, and 
provokes fresh insights into what it means to live out faith in the God whose 
generosity generates yet more life and love. 
 
Bible reading:  Ruth Chapter 1 
If you read our Bible reading from “The Message” it begins “Once upon a time” like 
any good story!  Elimelech, his wife Naomi and their two sons, Mahlon and Killion, 
leave their home in Bethlehem and go to live in Moab in the hope of a more plentiful 
harvest.  The family settle into their new home and eventually the boys marry two 
Moabite girls: Oprah and Ruth.  All seems well until tragedy strikes and the menfolk 
in the family die one after the other leaving the three women to fend for themselves.   
Naomi decides that the best thing to do is to pack up and go back to Bethlehem with 
her two daughters-in-law.  Let’s try and put ourselves into these three women’s 
shoes.  Naomi was probably quite relieved when her decision had been made and 
she was probably quite excited about seeing her distant family members and the 
friends she had left behind in Bethlehem.  Oprah and Ruth on the other hand were 
moving to an unknown town where the people would have different customs and a 
different religion; they didn’t know anyone who lived there and they would be leaving 
their own kinsfolk and friends behind.  They had already faced a change in their 
circumstances and now they were facing a change in their surroundings – it would 
not be easy to adapt and get used to it!   No wonder Oprah went back home when 
Naomi gave her the go ahead.  Many of us would have chosen to do the same. 
Ruth did not make the same decision as Oprah.  She decided that she would stay 
with her mother-in-law and adopt a new way of life when she went to live in 
Bethlehem. Her words to Naomi are very well known: 
“Don’t force me to leave you: don’t make me go home.  Where you go, I go; and 
where you live, I’ll live.  Your people are my people, your God is my god; where you 
die, I’ll die, and that’s where I’ll be buried, so help me God – not even death itself is 
going to come between us!” 
This was the courageous choice and commitment that Ruth made.  Little did she 
know then how God was going to bless her in her new life. 
Have you ever had a change in circumstances that has altered the course of 
your life?  What decisions have you needed to make? 
 
Let us pray 
God, faithful and true, you call every generation to make a pilgrim journey. 
Guide our feet along the road of faith, that we may put our whole trust in you; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
Hymn:  StF370/HP280 Breathe on me, Breath of God 

Blessing:  May the blessing of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit rest and remain with you this day and for evermore.  Amen 
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