
 

 

Sunday August 9th 2020 John Hogarth 

This short act of worship has been prepared for you to use whilst we are unable to use 
Methodist Church premises. I pray that you use it to spend a few moments with God, 
knowing that other people are sharing in this act of worship too. 

Welcome to worship. Our set Bible reading for today sees Peter stepping out of the boat to join 
Jesus walking on the water. In Biblical times the sea was seen as a place of chaos and danger. As 
we consider this today let us realise anew that whatever we face God will be there alongside us 
as we seek to keep our focus on Him.  

Opening Hymn (238 STF) James Edmeston 
1.Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 
O'er the world's tempestuous sea; 
Guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us, 
For we have no help but thee, 
Yet possessing every blessing 
If our God our Father be. 
 
2. Saviour, breathe forgiveness o'er us, 
All our weakness thou dost know; 
Thou didst tread this earth before us, 
Thou didst feel its keenest woe; 
Tempted, taunted, yet undaunted, 
Through the desert thou didst go. 
 
3. Spirit of our God descending, 
Fill our hearts with heavenly joy, 
Love with every passion blending, 
Pleasure that can never cloy; 
Thus provided, pardoned, guided 
Nothing can our peace destroy. 

. 
Let us pray: 
Almighty God, in our opening hymn we have 
acknowledged your greatness and prayed for 
forgiveness for those times we have got 
things wrong. 
We thank you for giving us Jesus to die on 
the cross so that we can know that our sins 
are forgiven. 
Help us now by the power of your Holy Spirit 
to listen to your word for us as we open our 
hearts and minds to the scriptures. We ask 
our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord and Saviour. Amen 
 
 
 

Bible Reading: Matthew 14:22-33: 
22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get 
into the boat and go on ahead of him to the 
other side, while he dismissed the 
crowd. 23 After he had dismissed them, he 
went up on a mountainside by himself to 
pray. Later that night, he was there 
alone, 24 and the boat was already a 
considerable distance from land, buffeted by 
the waves because the wind was against it. 
25 Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to 
them, walking on the lake. 26 When the 
disciples saw him walking on the lake, they 
were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and 
cried out in fear. 27 But Jesus immediately 
said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be 
afraid.” 28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, 
“tell me to come to you on the water.” 
29 “Come,” he said. Then Peter got down out 
of the boat, walked on the water and came 
toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, 
he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried 
out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Immediately Jesus 
reached out his hand and caught him. “You of 
little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?” 
32 And when they climbed into the boat, the 
wind died down.33 Then those who were in 
the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you 
are the Son of God.” 

Time to Reflect 
Where is our focus in life? It is human nature 
to focus upon our immediate needs and 
desires, our hopes and expectations, our 
fears and troubles. At the start of our reading 
Jesus has met the earthly needs of the crowd 
as he fed and taught the 5000. He now takes 



 

 

time away from the business/busyness to 
pray. Although Jesus is God the Son he 
recognised his deepest need, for time set 
aside with his Father, giving priority to that 
one most precious relationship.  
Later in the reading Peter walked on the 
water totally focused upon Jesus. Suddenly 
he became aware of himself and the threat 
of the wind and the waves. Jesus was with 
him throughout, strengthening their 
relationship as they undertook this unusual 
challenge together, but the problem for 
Peter was when his eyes turned to the 
surrounding potential hazards and he started 
to sink. Like Peter we can easily lose focus 
upon our God in light of the circumstances 
surrounding us and start losing our 
perspective as Christians walking in 
relationship with God.  Peter cried out for 
help and Jesus took him by the hand. Be 
encouraged, even when we falter, the Lord 
remains here to call upon and walks with us 
even when crossing strange waters.   
The response of those first disciples when 
seeing Jesus’ power over nature was to see 
things from a new perspective, recognising 
that he was the Son of God and worshipping 
there in the boat. Let us worship in our turn 
today as the old hymn says; ‘Turn your eyes 
upon Jesus, look full in his wonderful face, 
and the things of earth will grow strangely 
dim in the light of his glory and grace. ‘ 
   

A moment of silence 

 

A Prayer of Commitment: 

Almighty God, sometimes we find ourselves 
slow to reach out to you and cry ‘Lord save 
me!’ Help us to turn to you with our fears 
and troubles, our needs and desires, our 
hopes and expectations and focus on you as 
our strength and our Redeemer. We ask our 
prayer in Jesus name. Amen 

 
 

A Prayer for Others: 
Mighty God so many in your world are 
struggling at this time. In silence we name in 
our hearts people and places known to us who 
are in need. We ask you would meet them in 
their troubles and be   comforter and guide. 
Lord in your mercy. Hear our Prayer.  
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father …… 

Our Closing Hymn (504 STF) K Barclay Wilkinson 
May the mind of Christ, my Saviour, 
Live in me from day to day, 
By His love and power controlling 
All I do and say. 
 
May the Word of God dwell richly 
In my heart from hour to hour, 
So that all may see I triumph 
Only through His power. 
 
May the peace of God my Father 
Rule my life in everything, 
That I may be calm to comfort 
Sick and sorrowing. 
 
May the love of Jesus fill me, 
As the waters fill the sea; 
Him exalting, self-abasing, 
This is victory. 
 
May I run the race before me, 
Strong and brave to face the foe, 
Looking only unto Jesus 
As I onward go. 
 
A Prayer of Blessing: 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with us all, evermore. Amen 
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