
 

 

Sunday August 16th 2020 John Hogarth  

This short act of worship has been prepared for you to use whilst we are unable to use Methodist Church 
premises.  We pray that you use it to spend a few moments with God, knowing that other people are 
sharing in this act of worship too 

Welcome to worship. This morning we consider what it is to know Jesus and whether the claim 
of John Wesley that we can ‘know we are saved’ is arrogance or a rightly placed confidence in 
God. May the Holy Spirit fill you afresh and enable you to worship this morning.  

Call to Worship: Psalm 93:1 
The Lord reigns, he is robed in majesty; 
the Lord is robed in majesty and armed with 
strength; indeed, the world is 
established, firm and secure. 
 
Opening Hymn: (83 STF) Henry Francis Lyte 
1.Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven; 
To His feet thy tribute bring. 
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
Who like thee His praise should sing: 
Praise Him, praise Him, praise Him, praise 
Him, Praise the everlasting King.  

2. Praise Him for His grace and favour 
To our fathers in distress; 
Praise Him still the same forever, 
Slow to chide, and swift to bless. 
Praise Him, praise Him, praise Him, praise 
Him, Glorious in His faithfulness.  

3. Father like He tends and spares us, 
Well our feeble frame He knows; 
In His hands He gently bears us, 
Rescues us from all our foes. 
Praise Him, praise Him, praise Him, praise 
Him, Widely as His mercy flows.  

4. Angels, help us to adore Him, 
Ye behold Him face to face; 
Sun and moon, bow down before Him; 
Dwellers all in time and space, 
Praise Him, praise Him, praise Him, praise 
Him, Praise with us the God of grace.  

Let us pray 
Almighty God we praise you for who you are, 
the King of all Creation yet we can come into 
your presence and confess our sins. Thank you 
for giving your precious son Jesus to die on the 

cross so we can know our sins are forgiven and 
have an assurance that you are with us in our 
lives today. We honour Jesus as we say the 
prayer Jesus taught His first followers to pray 
long ago:  
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father …… 

Bible Reading: John 10:22-39 
27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know 
them, and they follow me. 28 I give them 
eternal life, and they shall never perish; no 
one will snatch them out of my hand. 
Time to Reflect  
‘Knowing Jesus and following him’ 
What does it mean to know about Jesus? 
We know Jesus existed as a historical figure 
living in Nazareth about 2000 years ago. We 
have references to his life by both historians 
and the Gospels. In the western world today, 
we’ve limited our knowing to ‘mathematical 
certainties’ focused upon reason. We know 
the cost of a tin of beans because it is on the 
price ticket.  
Another kind of knowing is friendship 
knowing. We can know a person by relating 
to them and we say that over time we get to 
know them better.   
This friendship knowing leads us into moving 
from knowing about Jesus to actually 
knowing Jesus. As we spend time with Jesus 
in prayer and reading the scriptures; inviting 
His Holy Spirit to fill us afresh every day we 
get to know him better.  
This is the relationship with Jesus that leads 
John Wesley to claim that ‘All can know they 



 

 

are saved’- We can have an assurance that 
Jesus is with us because we know him as part 
of our lives.  
In claiming to ‘know’ Jesus there's a fine line 
in many minds between arrogance and 
Christian confidence.  Our culture can 
assume we mean mathematical knowing 
based on reason when we are talking about 
relationship. We can draw our confidence 
from scripture and from history.   
Romans 8 says ‘I am convinced ....'nothing 
can separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus’, while Jesus himself states: 
‘My sheep listen to my voice; I know 
them, and they follow me. I give them 
eternal life, and they shall never perish; no 
one will snatch them out of my hand.’  
If we believe in the Scripture and the words 
of Jesus this is not arrogance in that there is 
nothing we can do to achieve this or earn it 
but a joyful acceptance of truth.   
 John Wesley in his writings says a lot about a 
future hope of heaven but says we can 
experience God being with us now. We know 
we'll be raised with Christ because we know 
Christ now! 
A natural consequence of knowing Jesus is to 
follow him with that special relationship 
central to our lives.  
The purpose of knowing has a missionary 
aspect to it… We know that the world might 
believe. Years ago It was said of one preacher 
‘people came just to listen to him pray’. This 
was because the prayers came out of that 
relationship with God which seems attractive 
to others.  
if we can say with the hymn writer; ‘Blessed 
assurance, Jesus is Mine’ our story and our 
song will be in praise of our Saviour, not with 
arrogance but with a longing for others to 
know our Lord and Saviour and follow Him.   
A moment of silence 
A Prayer of Commitment 
Most merciful Redeemer, Friend and Brother, 
may we know you more clearly, 

love you more dearly, and follow you more 
nearly, day by day. Amen. 

Prayer for others:  
Mighty God we see a world in need of 
knowing you better. We pray for the people 
of your world that they may come to know 
you as their God and receive the gift of 
eternal life. In Jesus name we pray. Amen 
Closing Hymn (661 STF) Charles Wesley 
1. Give me the faith which can remove 
And sink the mountain to a plain; 
Give me the childlike praying love, 
Which longs to build thy house again; 
Thy love, let it my heart o'er-power, 
And all my simple soul devour. 

2. I would the precious time redeem, 
And longer live for this alone, 
To spend and to be spent for them 
Who have not yet my Saviour known; 
Fully on these my mission prove, 
And only breathe, to breathe thy love. 
 
3. My talents, gifts, and graces, Lord, 
Into thy blessed hands receive; 
And let me live to preach thy word, 
And let me to thy glory live; 
My every sacred moment spend 
In publishing the sinner's Friend. 
 
4. Enlarge, inflame, and fill my heart 
With boundless charity divine, 
So shall I all my strength exert, 
And love them with a zeal like thine, 
And lead them to thy open side, 
The sheep for whom the Shepherd died. 
 
Blessing: May The LORD bless you and keep 
you; the LORD make his face shine on you 
and be gracious to you; the LORD turn his 
face toward you and give you peace. 
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